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OLE Roles With Observer Program
• Assess referrals and appropriate 

response
• Emergency/Safety
• Fishery Related

• Coordinate responses with JEA 
partners/USCG

• Train Observers how to Recognize/Report 
Incidents
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Observer Refusal
Selected Vessel Notified
 Fishing Activity (under selected permit)

If Selected for Coverage
 Contact Program BEFORE Every Trip (Advanced Notice)
 Valid USCG Safety Decal
 Provide Reasonable Accommodations/Access

Outreach conducted by Southeast Fisheries 
Observer Program (SEFOP)

Non-Compliance Report Received from SEFOP
 *Not every vessel in report receives penalties*
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Compliance is the Goal

SEFOP Outreach

Vessel contact history with SEFOP- Some vs None

Interview Owner/Captain
Misunderstandings; USCG Decal

Willful Disregard

Hostility/Statements of future non-compliance

Compliance 
Assistance

Written 
Warning

SSO
$

NOVA
$$
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Enforcement Referrals
GFMC Enforcement Partners

66 Overall Enforcement 
Referrals 
(JUL-SEPT)
Encompasses entire SED
Within GFMC:
54 FWC, 7 TPWD, 1 AMRD
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Enforcement Partnership
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International Trade Monitoring
Ports of Entry Presence
 Airport/Ports/Border Crossings

Dallas-Fort Worth Int’l Airport
 3-day joint inspections

Seafood Fraud Case
• OLE led investigation 2022             Criminal Prosecution 2026
• Wholesaler falsely labeled country of origin
• Gained profit from deception
• Lacey Act- $250,000 fine, 3 yr probation

https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/dallas-seafood-business-fined-250000-falsifying-country-origin-salmon
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REMINDERS
February 1-March 31 Recreational 20 fm boundary 
REMOVED
Effective 10/02/2026
Harvest Red Grouper
‘Other shallow-water grouper complex’ closes January 1
Gag closed through August

Greater Amberjack Recreational
Closed October 14

Be Aware of Fishing Area Requirements
Permits
Bag/Size Limits
Closed Seasons

Most Frequently Observed Violations
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Law Enforcement Officer of the Year

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-
story/south-carolina-fisherman-convicted-
falsifying-catch-records-and-lying-federal-
agents
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Report A Violation

NOAA’s Law Enforcement Hotline,
 available 24/7 at 
(800) 853-1964

contact.nmfs.ole.sed@noaa.gov

• Location, time, and date of the activity.
• Description of the activity.
• Name(s) of the vessel, owner/operator, captain, crew, or 

additional witnesses.

mailto:contact.nmfs.ole.sed@noaa.gov


QUESTIONS
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