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July 21, 1976
Council Charter Filed

August 11, 1976
138 Council Members

Appointed Across 8 Regional
Councils

2020
Private Recreational

Management Authority
Delegated to the

States

50 Years of Management
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Area based
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Deepwater Reef
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50 Years of FisheriesManaged Species
31 Reef Fish
3 Coastal Migratory Pelagics
4 Shrimp
Spiny Lobster
Red drum
140+ Corals

Stock Status Overtime
4 Stocks have been Overfished

Greater Amberjack
Gag (rebuilt 2014/ relisted 2021)
Gray Trigger (2017)
Red Snapper (rebuilding)

12 Stocks have Experienced Overfishing
Currently None

Leads the Nation in Recreational Landings

2nd Most Commercial Landings in the Nation

Generates the 3 Most Commercial Revenue in the Nationrd
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50 Years of Fishing Communities



Warren Magnuson emphasized the value of regional
management of fishery resources within a national
framework.

Ted Stevens asserted that those who are closest to
the fisheries are in the best position to make
decisions about their management.

Over 50 Years of Change, What Has
Made the Council System Endure?
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Regional Management Within
a National Framework

Regional Management Within
a National Framework

The Councils have played a
central role in transforming
U.S. fisheries into some of
the most sustainably
managed in the world,
leading efforts to rebuild
fish stocks, reduce
bycatch, and protect
essential fish habitat.

Sustainable

The Councils continue to
evolve in response to
emerging issues and
changing conditions through
the development of adaptive
and innovative management
approaches.

Adaptive

The Council system relies
upon and invests in
collaborative science.
Council SSC’s recommend
harvest limits to promote
sustainable catch.

Science Based
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The Council provides an open, inclusive forum for fishermen,
scientists, managers and the public to collaborate on fishery
management decisions.
This participatory process ensures that management reflects both
science and on-the-water experience.

Stakeholder Driven - Transparent

Commercial, recreational fisheries contribute millions of jobs
and generate billions of dollars annually while also providing
recreational opportunities and supplying food to the nation.
They’re also deeply tied to the culture and traditions of coastal
communities.

Economic and Community Benefits

The council system gives fishery managers the flexibility to use
local input to develop management strategies appropriate for
each region’s unique fisheries, challenges, and opportunities. The
Gulf has taken it a step further with state delegation.

Regionally Tailored Management
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Infographic Photo Contest

Marking 50 Years

Gulf Fisheries by the numbers.
Commercial and Recreational value by state

Trips, Landings, Jobs, Sales
General, Gulf-wide facts
Involving fishermen

Showcasing 50 years of Gulf Fisheries
6 photo categories
5 categories judged by Coucnil and Staff
1 category judged by peers on social media
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Photo Contest:

1.Best Recreational Fishing Photo
2.Best Commercial Fishing Photo
3.Best Historical Photo
4.Best Marine Life or Habitat Photo
5.Best Coastal Community Photo
6.Best Catch

Six Categories:

Showcasing 50 Years of Fisheries

1.Best Recreatioonal Fishing Photo
2.Best Commerccial Fishing Photo
3.Best Historical Photo
4.Best Marine Lifefef or Habitat Photo
5.Best Coastal CCommunity Photo
6.Best Catch
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Photo Contest: Showcasing 50 Years of Fisheries

181 photos submitted by 110
different people
92k social media views
5.9k Social media interactions
1.2k Best Catch votes
+134 Social media followers

Judging
5 categories judged by Council
and Staff
Best Catch Category judged
publically

Stats

5 categories judged by Council
and Staff
Best Catch Category judged
publically

181 photos submitted by 110
diffefef rent people
92k social media views
5.9k Social media interactions
1.2k Best Catch votes
+134 Social media fofof llowers



Photo Contest:

       Congratulations Frank Harwell

Best Recreational Photo



Photo Contest:

Congratulations 
Alicia Paul & Joe Harp

Best Commercial Photo



Photo Contest:

Congratulations Wally Ericson

Best Historical Photo



Photo Contest:

Congratulations Robert Ellis

Best Marine Life/Habitat Photo



Photo Contest:

Congratulations Barbara Hamlin

Best Coastal Community Photo



Photo Contest:

 Congratulations Lacey Hughes
& Jaime Lee Wilson

Best Catch Photo



A system built to adapt
Commitment to science, community,
and stewardship

A changing ocean and climate
Evolving science and technology
New and diverse stakeholders and ocean use
Increasing demand on our fisheries

Looking into the Future

An Enduring System

A Changing World

Looking into the Future

A Changing WoWoW rld

An Enduring System



What Do We Want The Next
50 Years of Council

Management to Look Like?
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