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Recreational Red Snapper Flexibility | X

COUNCIL

* April 2024 Motion: Request staff develop a document to adjust the for-hire red
snapper season and private recreational red snapper accountability measures

* January 2025: Council presentation on private recreational red snapper AMs

* January 2026: Council request to discuss additional flexibility measures including
potential carryover and/or ACL sharing among states

 April 2026: Council made a motion to direct staff to develop a document to modify
the private recreational red snapper post-season accountability measure.

 June 2026: Council presentation and draft options document on AMs, Council
suggested limits on overage frequencies




Red Snapper Accountability Measure | oS

COUNCIL

ﬁm 50A: Effective February 6,2020; implemented state-specific
S

Private Recreational sector

Post Season: If a state's red snapper private angling component landings exceed the
applicable state's component ACL, the AA will file a notification with the Office of the
Federal Register, at or near the beginning of the following fishing year, reducing that
state's private angling ACL by the amount of the ACL overage in the prior fishing year,
unless the best scientific information available determines that a greater, lesser, or no
overage adjustment is necessary.

(50 CFR 622.23(b)



https://gulfcouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/State-Management-Program-for-Red-Snapper-Final-5-23-2019.pdf
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-50/section-622.23#p-622.23(b)

Com. ACL (51%)
Gulf Red Snapper 8,318,100 (b

OFL: 18,910,000 b

. Rec. ACL (49%
ABC: 16,310,000 b 7,991,900 lb

Figure 1.1.1; Framework Red Snapper Catch limits (2023):

For Hire ACL

(42.3%):
3,380,574 lb

FL ACL CHTS
2,066,889 b

AL ACL CHTS
1,212,687 b

MS ACL CHTS
163,702 b

LA ACL CHTS
881,686 lb
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FL ACL SRFS
2,769,631 b

AL ACL Snapper Check
664,552 b

MS ACL Tails N’ Scales
82,342 b

LA ACL LA Creel
934,587 b

TXACL TX Units
286,363 b



https://gulfcouncil.org/amendments/modification-of-catch-limits-for-gulf-of-mexico-red-snapper/

Purpose and Need

The purpose of this framework action is to modify the current, state-
specific, post-season accountability measures for the red snapper
recreational private angling component.

The need for this framework action is to provide additional
management flexibility in a manner that retains the integrity and
effectiveness of state management, while achieving optimum yield
consistent with the requirements of the Magnhuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act, including preventing overfishing and
providing sustained access for recreational participants and members of
fishing communities in states across the Gulf.
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Action 1 - Modify the private recreational
red snapper accountability measures
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Alternative 1 - No Action: Retain the current state-specific post-
season AMs for red snapper, which require that if a state's red
snapper private angling component landings exceed the applicable
state's component annual catch limit (ACL) as specified in 50 CFR
622.23(a)(1)(ii), the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) will
file a notification with the Office of the Federal Register, at or near
the beginning of the following fishing year, reducing that state's
private angling ACL by the amount of the ACL overage in the prior
fishing year unless the best scientific information available

determines that a greater, lesser, or no overage adjustment is
necessary.
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Action 1 - Modify the private recreational
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red snapper accountability measures

Alternative 2: Unless the best scientific information available determines that a greater,
lesser, or no overage adjustment is necessary, NMFS would reduce a state’s private angling
component ACL in the fishing year following an overage of the ACL by the amount of the
overage if:

« The applicable state exceeds its ACL by more than the percentage specified in Options
2a-2c, or

« Astate's red snapper private angling component landings exceed the applicable state's
component ACL by any amount and private recreational landings from all states
combined exceed the total private angling component ACL, or

« A state exceeds its ACL more than once in any three-year rolling period no matter the
amount of the overage, and regardless of whether the total private recreational ACL is
exceeded.

Option 2a: up to 5% of the state-specific private angling ACL
Option 2b: up to 7.5% of the state-specific private angling ACL
Option 2c: up to 10% of the state-specific private angling ACL 7
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FL

2021 - - - 0.85% 13.39%

2023 0.83% - 28.52% - 0.59%
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2021 Scenario

ACL Landings Overage
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FL: 1,913,451 b 13.39%
SRFS 2,169,739 b SRFS

(1,913,451 b CHTS)

(256,288 Lb SRFS)

(2,169,739 b CHTS) (256,288 lb CHTS)

For Hire ACL
(42.3%): AL: 1,122,662 |b
3,130,000 b SC

Rec. ACL: (1,122,662 b CHTS)
7,399,000 lb

Under Alternative 2, Options

acL oy 5. MY Ms: 151,550 1 2a-2¢, FL and LA would be
4,269,000 b TNS required to pay back their full

(151,550 lb CHTS)
overages.

LA: 816,233 b 85%
Creel 823,176 \b LisCreel B8 (6,943 ib LA Creel)

(816,233 lb CHTS) (6,943 lb CHTS)

TX: 258,485 b TX

(-) Overage (258,485 |b CHTS)
(+) Underage
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2023 Scenario

ACL Landings Overage

FL: 2,191,315 b [l 2,204,136 lb 0.59% Total Private Rec landings
SRFS SRFS (12,821 b SRFS) 4,595,543 <4,611,326 ACL

(2,066,889 b CHTYS) 2.078.981 |lb CHTS (12,093 lbs CHTYS)

For Hire ACL Under Alternative 2,

.3%): AL: 591,185 lb 83Y% ,
3 §§% %2)7 b SC 596,083 b 5C 4 89%31{3 Wl Options 2a-2c, AL would not
R . ,50Y, (1,222,734 lb CHTS) (4, ) ,
ec. ACL: (1,212,687 lb CHTS) RZEICISEE be required to pay back

7,991,900 b IR private Rec. 28 529 their overage, MS and FL

MS: 62,862 lb

ACL (57.7%): ¢ 80,792 b TNS :

y 61% e l)b TNS s i (17,930 b TNS) LI bg required to pay
e (163,702 Ib CHTS) CULALICIDEE back their full overage.

LA: 934,587 b
Creel
(881,686 Lb CHTS)
—
TX: 286,363 b WS Tiyk
TX
(-) Overage (286,363 b CHTS)  JNToN =)V sX-Tel ¢
10
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Louisiana 2024 and 2025

s Say " ML A: 934,587 1b Crect Bl 974,219 Ib Creel

4,611,326 b (881,686 lb CHTS) (919,075 b CHTS)

Total Private Rec landings 3,228,834 <4,611,326 ACL
Under Alternative 2, Options 2a-2c LA would not be required to
pay back their overage.

2025: P”Va(‘gi Fée/c) ACL I A: 894,954 b Creel 947,103 Ib Creel
o 1 5)- (844,297 b CHTS) (893,493 b CHTS)

4,611,326 b

Total Private Rec landings 3,640,707 <4,611,326 ACL
Under Alternative 2, Options 2a-2c LA would be required to pay back
their overage.

4.241%

(39,632 b Creel)
(37,389 lb CHTS)

No Payback

P
2024

5.827%

(52,149 b Creel )
(49,197 lb ww CHTS)
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Frequency Limitation: Discussion and Questions e
COUNCIL

Alternative 2: Unless the best scientific information available determines that a greater, lesser, or
no overage adjustment is necessary, NMFS would reduce a state’s private angling component ACL in
the fishing year following an overage of the ACL by the amount of the overage if:

« The applicable state exceeds its ACL by more than the percentage specified in Options 2a-
2c, or

« Astate's red snapper private angling component landings exceed the applicable state's
component ACL by any amount and private recreational landings from all states combined
exceed the total private angling component ACL, or

« A state exceeds its ACL more than once in any three-year rolling period no matter the
amount of the overage, and regardless of whether the total private recreational ACL is
exceeded.

Option 2a: up to 5% of the state-specific private angling ACL
Option 2b: up to 7.5% of the state-specific private angling ACL
Option 2c: up to 10% of the state-specific private angling ACL

12



Next Steps | T
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* Council can identify a preferred Alternative and Option and take final
action in October 2026; OR

» Council can suggest how to further develop the Alternatives and
Options and take final action at a later date.

13
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Action 1, Alternative 2, Options 2a-2c

State ACL
(no Option  Option  Option

State adjusted  2a:5% 2b:7.5% 2c: 10%
paybacks)
AL (Snapper Check) 664,552 33,228 49,841 66,455
FL (SRFS) 2,769,631 138,482 207,722 276,963
TX (TX) 286,363 14,318 21,477 28,636
LA (LA Creel) 934,587 46,729 70,094 93,459
MS (Tails N’ Scales) 82,342 4,117 6,176 8,234
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