
LOUISIANA WAHOO RECREATIONAL BAG LIMIT 
REGULATIONS

Chris Schieble | Gulf Council Meeting | August 25, 2025

1

Tab E, No. 6ii



Presentation Given by FGBNMS at June 2024 

Gulf Council Meeting

2



Dockshot From Texas
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Reported State-wide Wahoo Landings
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Wahoo Management Options Presented
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Magnuson Stevens Fishery Conservation and 

Management Act Title 16 U.S.C. Section 1856
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• §1856. State jurisdiction

• (a) In general
• (3) A State may regulate a fishing vessel outside the boundaries of the State in the 

following circumstances:
• (A) The fishing vessel is registered under the law of that State, and (i) there is no fishery 

management plan or other applicable Federal fishing regulations for the fishery in which 
the vessel is operating; or (ii) the State's laws and regulations are consistent with the 
fishery management plan and applicable Federal fishing regulations for the fishery in 
which the vessel is operating.



Wahoo Life History
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• Wahoo are related to tunas and mackerels and can be found in tropical and subtropical 
waters.

• Wahoo are fast growing, short-lived, and mature relatively quickly.

• 50% maturity in female wahoo occurs at about 1 year old and about 40 inches, however, 
spawning may be as late as 3 years old and 45 inches.

• Spawning is generally from June through September in the Gulf of America.

• Maximum age is approximately 5 to 6, but the majority of the population is around 2.

• Maximum size is around 100 inches, but typically between 40 to 70 inches when 
encountered by anglers.



Wahoo Recreational Landings Data
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Bag Number Angler Trips Percent Achieving Bag
1 339 87.15

2 33 8.48
3 11 2.83

4 4 1.03
5 2 0.51

Wahoo Landings Estimates in Numbers of Fish (LA Creel Data 2014-2024)

Year Charter Private Recreational Total

2014 381 542 923

2015 211 545 756

2016 168 142 310

2017 456 0 456

2018 508 1266 1774

2019 713 1734 2447

2020 261 956 1217

2021 333 593 926

2022 33 187 220

2023 277 482 759

2024* 129 182 311

Bag Percent Decrease in Landings

1 87

2 8
3 3

4 1
5 <1



Why Propose Management of Wahoo
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• Concerns have been raised at Gulf Council regarding Wahoo landings from the 
Flower Gardens during times when Wahoo aggregate and some constituents are 
asking for federal regulations.

• Establishing state regulations would potentially stave off more restrictive federal 
regulations while retaining state management of this species and extending state 
regulations out into federal waters.

• While biological and scientific data is sparse, this would be a precautionary 
approach in terms of reducing large one-time catches during aggregations.

• Five fish Bag limit encompasses 100% of the retained bag limits LDWF has observed 
dockside.
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Questions

Chris Schieble
cschieble@wlf.la.gov
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