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Review: SEDAR 68 Updated Projections for Scamp 
and Yellowmouth Grouper











Motion: The SSC accepts the updated projections produced for SEDAR 68 for 
Gulf of America Scamp and Yellowmouth Grouper, setting an OFL (0.233 mp 
gw) equal to the yield at F40%SPR, and the ABC (0.183 mp gw) as the yield at 75% 
of F40%SPR, for 2027 – 2031.

Motion carried without opposition.

Motion:  The SSC recognizes that the Scamp and YMG OFL at F30%SPR would 
be 0.311 mp gw, and the ABC would be 0.250 mp gw at 0.75*F30%SPR, for the 
years 2027 – 2031, but we do not recommend the F30%SPR values for scamp and 
YMG based on life history/biological attributes of this species.

Motion carried without opposition.



Review: Center for Independent Experts (CIE) 
Independent Peer Review of the Shrimp Bycatch 
Estimation Methodology for Finfish Species

Review: New Bycatch Estimates and Other Analyses 
for Smalltooth Sawfish and Giant Manta Ray

Review: Population Viability Analysis for Endangered 
and Threatened Resources that Interact with the 
Shrimp Fishery



Motion:  The SSC reviewed the population viability analysis for 
smalltooth sawfish and concluded that it represents a useful analysis for 
understanding impacts of bycatch and other mortality sources on 
population viability.  The SSC encourages cooperative research for 
targeted data collection and increased observer coverage in areas of high 
bycatch, evaluation of uncertainty around bycatch source estimates, 
potential impacts of range expansion, and continued refinement of 
effective population size estimates.  Ultimately, continued development 
of this approach could be used to inform bycatch mitigation measures 
for fisheries in the Gulf.

Motion carried without opposition.



Revised OFL and ABC Projections for 
Gulf Red Grouper (SEDAR 88)

Motion: The SSC recommends using the 3-year projection from 2025 – 
2027 to calculate an average OFL and ABC giving a constant catch for the 
OFL at 10.64 mp gw, and the ABC at 8.28 mp gw.  The SSC recommends 
prioritizing interim analyses and other pertinent evaluations of the stock on 
an annual basis.

Motion carried 12 – 5, with two absent.

• Robust discussion, with concern from economists about the effects of 
increased ABC on IFQ program

• Ultimately supported the 3-year projections to allow Council to move 
forward with emergency rule
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