
20-Fathom Shallow Water 
Grouper Closure Outreach

Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council



Details of the SWG Closure

Who: 
Gag, Red Grouper, Scamp, 
Yellowmouth Grouper, Black 
Grouper, Yellowfin Grouper

What: 
Shallow-water grouper is 
closed for the recreational 
sector each year from February 
1 – Through March 31 in the 
portion of the Gulf EEZ 
seaward of 20-fathoms. 

Where:



Details of the SWG Closure



Why Are We Here?

April 2024 Council Motion: Explore the removal of the 20-
fathom closure for shallow water grouper recreational fishery in 
the months of February and March.

• Concern over low  awareness and compliance 

June 2024 Council Meeting: Council reviewed the SWG Closure 
and considered potential modifications. 



Additional Considerations
• Removal of the SWG Closure may:

• Affect catch rate
• Affect size composition of catch
• Require modifications to season length
• Could increase vulnerability of groupers during spawning

• Effectiveness of the current closure is unknown

• Concern that lack of effective law enforcement limits effectiveness

• Conservation goals of closure may still be necessary

• There may be other ways to improve compliance/effectiveness
• Education / Outreach



How can the Council improve compliance 
through education and outreach?

• Specific angles?
• Specific tactics?

Looking ahead… 
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