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 What is essential fish 
habitat (EFH)?

 Current methodology for 
Council EFH descriptions

 EFH Management History

 Purpose and need for 
contracting work

 Tasks for the SSC



Established with the 
implementation of the 1996 
Sustainable Fisheries Act

Defined as “those waters and 
substrate necessary to fish for 
spawning, breeding, feeding, or 
growth to maturity”

Councils create amendments 
which describe EFH for all 
managed species

Used in the NOAA consultation 
process1

1.  NOAA’s EFH Consultation Webpage

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/habitat-conservation/consultations-essential-fish-habitat#:%7E:text=The%20Consultation%20Process,-When%20a%20federal&text=The%20implementing%20(action)%20agency%20provides,agency%20within%2030%2D60%20days.














EFH Amendment 3 finalized 
in 20052

Used qualitative 
methodology
Spatial data were informed 

from the NOAA Habitat 
mapper (1986)

Five-year reviews completed 
by Council in 2010 and 2016

 2016 Five-year review
NOAA Office of Habitat 

recommended creating a 
new EFH amendment for 
finfish and shrimp species 
with updated data sources

2. Council EFH Page

https://gulfcouncil.org/fishery-management-2/implemented-plans/essential-fish-habitat/


New amendment objectives
Consider changes to 

methodology for describing 
EFH
Kernel Density Estimation
Boosted Regression Tree 

Modeling

BUT FIRST! Update habitat 
spatial features to inform 
EFH description approaches



• The purpose was to identify, catalog, 
and assess available contemporary 
habitat datasets and provide metadata 
for those sources

• The need is to use these datasets to 
update EFH descriptions for all finfish 
and shrimp species managed by the 
Gulf Council

• Advertised for EFH contractors in 
early 2023

• One-year contract awarded to Dr. 
Bridgette Froeschke from the 
University of Tampa



 What data sources may be 
missing? Out of date?

 Final contract report will be 
presented to Gulf Council in 
November

 Any potential new methodology 
for describing EFH will be 
reviewed by SSC when 
developing the new amendment
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