Angler awareness and use of best release practices for reef fish in the
Gulf
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A lot to take into account ...

» Different survey populations:
* NOAA RCG
 State for-hire
* Private recreational — Focus today

 States regulate differently
* AL-S10 reef fish endorsement
* FL — Free reef angler designation
LA — Free Rec Offshore Landing Permit (ROLP)
MS —ROLP (new since 2022)
TX — No special requirement

* All 5 states have different reef fishing
seasons




When to sen
Reef fishing seas

-

« Alabama. May 24 — Dec 30, Friday - Monday

o Florida. June 1 to July 31, Sept. 1 — Nov. 30 on 3-day weekends. Also Labor Day,
Veterans Day, and Thanksgiving Day.

« Louisiana. Monday, April 15, 2024, closed July 7-12, reopened as a weekends
only July 19 until August 19, then opened daily until October 6.

« Mississippi. May 24 — July 7, 2024
Texas. Every day from June 1 to August 28, 2024.

Federal. Every day from June 1 — August 28, November 18, 2024 to January 1,
2025




« Contacted NOAA
(LA, MS) or 5 (AL, FL, TX) times

* 2022 n = 3,905

m2022 m2024

Alabama Florida  Louisiana Mississippi  Texas Overall



Priv. Rec. Anglers:
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100% m Private boat | own
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Stomach coming out of mouth

Fish is floating and unable to return to...

Bulging eyes
Firm or bloated stomach
Fish appears sluggish or unresponsive

Intestines coming out of anus

Bubbling scales

| do not know about this issue

Other - Write In:

None of the above
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Shallow anglers w

Years of experience
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Take efforts to minimize the handling of fish

Use venting methods

Use dehooking devices

Use non-stainless steel circle hooks

Change locations if or when predators arrive

Use descending devices

Cut the line when the fish is hooked too deeply

Hold the fish horizontally while on deck
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Large increase in %
aware about FDDs




*Only for

Venting Methods Descending Devices
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W 2022 w2024
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Not legal Use
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2024 16%

Hook

Tool that | Hypodermic Knife
purchased Needle
specifically for
venting
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Have you heard of "Return' Em Right"
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e 2022 survey launched around the same time as RER.
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e 2022 launched around the same time as RER
* 30% aware of the program
 Distributed 40,000 FDDs — shows up in the data

Where they got their FDD ®m No/notsure MmYes  Overall
100%
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80%
70% 64%

1%

| bought it online | bought it at a | received it from It belonged to | don't remember
tackle shop the Return 'em someone else
Right program




e 2022 survey launched around the same time as RER

Stomach coming out of mouth

Fish is floating and unable to return
to depth

Firm or bloated stomach

Bulging eyes

Fish appears sluggish or

unresponsive when brought to the...

Intestines coming out of anus

Bubbling scales

| do not know about this issue

Other - Write In:

None of the above
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. 2022 survey launched around the same time as RER

1

Knowledge of best handling practice

Venting methods % 93%
Minimize handling 80% 91%
Dehooking device 2% 92%

Non-stainless circle hook 66% 85%
Change locations 60% 78%
Use FDD 48% o
Cut the line °3% 69%
: 0
Hold horizontally 24% 34% mNo mYes
Throw fish in the air g 4%
4%

Not aware 0%
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e 2022 survey launched around the same time as RER
* 30% aware of the program

Venting Tool Type

Anglers fishing >60 feet

Venting tool  60%

Hypodermic Needle
Knife
m No m Yes

Ice Pick

Hook

Rarely-Sometimes Often-Always

Knife, ice pick,
Heard of RER hook use
Yes 6%
No 19%




From another angler — 24%

Other [——— 14%
Facebook | 13%
Other socialmedia ([N 12%
Magazine/newspaper [N 10%
YouTube | 9%
Searchengine [N 6%

In-person presentation [N 5%

TV/Radio (MM 5%

Instagram | 2%

Twitter/X F 1%
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Conclusions
State-level data (>400 responses per state)
Good Outreach opportunities:

New anglers are low hanging fruit

For anglers who fish in shallow water, can still do outreach on handling
practices that increase survival

A lot of angler's fish from boats they don’t own. Continue to work with
boat owners who can educate fishing partners

30% of respondents knew about RER

* Differences:
* Symptoms — more knowledge
* Best handling practices — use more often
* What venting tool to not use
* Anglers in >60" more likely to use FDD at least rarely (92% vs 61%)
They got their RER information from other anglers and social media —
need to dig into ‘other’

Data suggests RER has positively influenced knowledge and behavior.
Survey worth repeating in a couple of years.
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