
St. Petersburg November 2024

FWC Federal Enforcement  
Gulf of Mexico

Tab R, No. 2



FWC Gulf of Mexico OPV Fleet
• 1 Heavy Endurance Class Vessels

 Gulf Sentry 85’ (Decommissioned)
 Provide long range multiple day 

patrols

• 4 Endurance Class Vessels
 Guardian 45’ (Decommissioned)
 Vigilance 39’
 Interceptor 39’
 Trident 38’
 41’ Safe Boat
 Provide long range single day patrols

• 3 Intermediate Class Vessels
 Intrepid 29’
 2005 Fincat 32’
 2006 Fincat 32’
 Provide medium range single day 

patrols



FWC Gulf of Mexico OPV Fleet
Combined Patrol Efforts
• 2,629hrs Federal Enforcement
• 1,974 Reef Fish and CEP Enforcement 

Patrol 
• 323hrs TED Enforcement
• 332hrs Marine Mammal
• 498 Enforcement Actions

 350 Combined Warnings
 148 Combined Citations



Regional Statewide JEA Efforts
• Dockside/Offload Inspections – 1042hrs
• Vessel Patrol – 2620hrs
• Marine Mammal – 351hrs
• Outreach – 332hrs
• IUU – 556hrs
• Total Regional Federal Patrol Efforts = 4901hrs
• 1,565 Enforcement Actions 

– 1,078 Combined Warnings 
– 487 Combined Citations



FKNMS JEA
• 1362 Patrol Hours
• Sanctuary Preservation Areas 

(SPA) & Existing Management 
Areas - 678hrs

• Western/Eastern Sambo 
Ecological Reserve & Special 
Use Areas – 55hrs

• WMA’s – 447hrs
• Tortugas – 60hrs
• All Other Hours – 121hrs



FWC Gulf of Mexico OPV Fleet
• Possession of Undersize and 

Over Bag of Red Grouper
• Possession of Red Snapper 

during closed season
• Possession of Amberjack During 

Closed Season
• Possession of Red Snapper
      and Amberjack Filets



FWC Gulf of Mexico OPV Fleet
• Chartering in Federal waters 

without a Federal Reef Fish 
Permit

• Possession of Undersize 
Vermillion Snapper



FWC Gulf of Mexico OPV Fleet

Madison Swanson MPA
• 3 Separate Cases Involving 

Possession of Reef Fish while 
fishing with bottom gear within 
the Madison Swanson

• 1 Case Involving:
– Failure to possess a descending 

device or venting tool
– Possession of gag grouper out of 

season



FWC Gulf of Mexico OPV Fleet

Commercial Shrimp Vessel
• Failure to possess a valid Gulf of 

Mexico Shrimp Permit
• Possession of 274 snapper over 

the aggregate bag limit
• Possession of 22 egg bearing 

blue crabs
• Possession of spiny lobster 

wrung tails



FWC Gulf of Mexico OPV Fleet

Commercial Reef Fish
• Harvesting and possession of 

reef fish within the Tortugas 
North Ecological Reserve



Questions
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