
  Recreational Data Collection Programs:  Methods 

 

 

 

Program Who 
Reports

Data 
Collected Method

Frequency 
of 

Sampling/
Reporting

In-
program 

Validation

Louisiana - LA 
Creel

Private 
Recreational 

State For-Hire 

Landings, 
Effort, 

Discards

Catch: Random 
Angler 

Intercepts
Effort: Private: 

Phone Call/Email
For-Hire: Phone 

Call/Email

Weekly 
Wave

Harvest: Angler 
Intercepts

Effort: Phone 
& Email Survey

Mississippi 
Tails n' Scales

Private 
Recreational 

State For-
Hire 

Federal For-
Hire

Landings, 
Effort, 

Discards

Electronic 
Self-

reporting

Reporting 
Every Trip for 

Red Snapper is 
Mandatory*  
*When Red 
Snapper is 
Targeted

Harvest: 
Angler 

Intercepts
Marine Patrol 

Checks

Alabama 
Snapper Check

Private 
Recreational 

State 
For-Hire 

Landings, 
Effort, Dead 

Discards

Electronic 
Self-

reporting

Every Vessel 
Trip with 

Landings is 
Mandatory*

 *Prior to 
Landing

Harvest: 
Angler 

Intercepts

Florida State 
Reef Fish 

Survey

Private 
Recreational

Landings 
Effort 

Discards

Catch: Random 
Angler 

Intercepts
Effort: Random 

Mail Survey

Monthly 
Sampling

Harvest: 
Angler 

Intercepts



 

 

  *U.S. Postal Service list of residential addresses matched to the National Saltwater Angler Registry (NSAR) 

 

 

 

 

MRIP-APAIS

Private 
Recreational 

State For-
Hire 

Federal For-
Hire

Landings, 
Discards, 

Social/Economic, 
Fishing 

Mode/Target 
Species

Random 
Angler 

Intercepts

Monthly 
Sampling

Harvest: Direct 
Angler Intercept 
w/ Phone Call to  

Portion of 
Anglers 

Interviewed

MRIP-FES

Private 
Recreation

al 
Residential 
Household

s

Effort
Random 

Mail 
Survey

Random 
Mail 

Survey*

Bi-
monthly
Sampling

Statistical 
Modeling

MRIP For-hire 
Survey (FHS)

State For-
hire 

Captains 
Federal 
For-hire 
Captains

Effort
Random  

Telephone 
Survey 

Weekly 
Sampling

Angler 
Intercept

Pre & Post 
Trip 

Validation

Southeast 
Region 

Headboat 
Survey 
(SRHS)

Selected 
Federal 
For-Hire 

Headboat 
Only

Landings, 
Effort, 

Discards,
Social/

Economic

Electronic 
Self-

reporting

Every Trip 
Mandatory

Harvest: 
Angler 

Intercepts



 

 

 

 

iSnapper

Private 
Recreational 

State For-
Hire 

Federal For-
Hire

Landings, 
Effort, 

Discards,
Social/

Economic

Electronic 
Self-

reporting

Every Trip 
Voluntary

Compared to 
TPWD/Harte 
Creel Surveys

Texas Shore Private 
Recreational

Landings,
Effort, 

Social/Economic, 
Gear, Bait & 

Weather

Random 
Angler 

Intercepts

Periodic 
Sampling 
Based on 

Comparison to 
Previous Years

N/A

Texas Boat

Private 
Recreational 

State For-
Hire 

Federal For-
Hire

Landing, 
Effort, 
Angler 

Residence, 
Gear, Bait  & 

Weather

Random 
Angler 

Intercepts

Seasonal 
Sampling N/A


